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The Embaſſy of the Ro D. 


MIc AH vi. 9. 
Hear ye the Rod, and who hath aptointed it 1 


Too long I have delay d, moſt patient God, 


0 yield an Audience tothy ſov'reign Rod! 
Too long I've roar d in uncorrected: Smart, 
Without the Prickings of a contrite Heart! 


When we for Puniſhment of Sins complain, 


We rave, or we bemoan ourſelves in vain; 
Aloof, from all Conſtraint, th'Almighty moves, 
Repentance 1s the only Force he. loves :. 


And that ſo moves him, that the Choir on high 


Record the Penitent, and chaunt their Joy! 
Tis 
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For this, he Ridulatcs Eternity: : I 


6 THoUuGHTs in SICRKNEsSsS. 


Tis in God's moſt beloved Will to ſave; 
All may the Option of Forgiveneſs have: 

But it muſt be their Choice.—Compulſion n neer 
Form'd Saints for Heaven, nor kept the An gels 
CLONES 4 7 5 
Teadviſe this Choice, we've al l that God may do, 
Unleſs we'd have him lead, and force us too! 


For this, h unlocks the Pandects Of his Mind, 


Thoſe fov'reign Laws, which, 3 "_ teach, 
are kind! 51451145 * "YR 

With all it's rich Luxuriances of 3 

For this, the ready Saviour ſtands ee 

« Come, heavy laden, I will give you Reſt! = | 7 

So that ſtrong Choice, Almighty Care and Love, 

Do all but drive us to the Realms above! 


"Theſe are our Views of inexhauſted Day, 


And thus our God conducts us on our Way! 
It 


OE SPIT ETA qr, 
— 
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— 


If ill; a conſcious Guilt remains behind : - - 
Thus, at the Door, the lurking Danger lies; 


But ftill, fo dear are Souls, that our good God, 


TrovenTts in SICKNEss. 


It we do well, we ſure Acceptance find; 


Thus Meaſures fill, till the Offender dies! 


On frequent Audiences lends his Rod: 

Still this indulgent Meſſage runs before, 

Hear ye this Rod, and ye ſhall fee no more! 
Hear, with what Tenderneſs he reprefents.  / 
His own Defeat in fruitteſs Puniſhments !. 

« 'Tis fit I ſhou d chaſtiſe, but fain wou'd ſpare :: 
What? not the Interceſſion of a Prayer? 

Ill try moreStripes, and weightier than heſore. 
« What? will ye be Revolkerr more and more? 
« When thut, and thr, T threaten what III do, 
No Deprecation ſtili to ward the Blow?“ 


Prepare to meet thy God, O Iſrael! 
1 Prepare 


* 
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Prepare to meet thy God, but meer him till 


To meet him, will diſarm his Power to kill! 
Reſiſt we cannot, but we may prevent: 
Prepare, is the laſt Word by Mercy ſent! 

Meet him whate er you do; but, firſt, prepare, 
Or, not to meet him ends in full Deſpair. 


Till then, Chaſtiſement hath a gracious End, 
And ev'y Stripe beſpeaks thy God thy Friend: 


'Tis thy beſt Token that for thee he grieves, 
Who ſcourges evry Son whom he receives. 


_ . Father of Spirits! let me hear. thy Rod, 


Th'unetring Method to be raught of God! 


Such Length of Time thy gracious Hand hath 


given, 


To draw and wean my Soul | from Earth to 


Heaven ; 
That 
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That een the bare Remembrance of my Ways, 
Yields boundleſs Argyments for Prayer and 
Praile ! 

Such Heaps of Sins I have to * 

| That it exhauſts my Praiſe, Im not too late! 
And Praiſe ſhou d more exalt God's Grace, that I 
Have better Feelings for Eternity ! 


Spare me a little, then, tremendous God, 
| That I may teach the Wonders of thy Rod 
I pray not to recover Strength at large, 
But what's ſufficient to reſume my Charge 
My Charge for which I more intreat to live, 
Than all the Joys which Ought on Earth can 
give. 


— 


4 Fl — . 
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IL. 
The Privilege and F orce of Prayer: 


. L M A 


Thou that dane the Prayer, unto Thee Nat all 
Fleſh come. 


give, 
Or Man in his Probationſhip receive; 


None makes his Work more ſafe, his Hopes 


more clear, 


Than this Vouchſafement that G heareth 
Prayer ! 
2. 
And as this holy Intercourſe was given, 

For the pure ſake of drawing Souls to Heaven: 
Alas, how few bring this Conviction home; 
Of thoſe that want it moſt, the feweſt come! 

3. ouch 


F all th Encouragements which God can 
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3: 
Such 1s the ſacred Diſcipline of Prayer, 
That Fits and Starts find no Acceptance there: 
All Grace is Habit, Piety's a Cour ſe, 


And Regularity takes Heav'n by by Force! 


4. 
Thus Prayr compels Omnipotence to yield! © 
What other Tempter, then, can keep the Field? 
With Horror he th'intended Victim ſees '. 
Cloſe watching, praying, fighting on his Knees! 


By Prayer Theocraſy goes ſweetly on, 
For God till governs, while we ſeek his Throne: 
"This is the Commerce which himſelf did raiſe, 
D'you pray, Pl hear ; youll \criumph in my Proj 7 


N mt 6 Ami 


12 TrovcuTts s Six VES S. 
- 
And who this ed Traffick wou'd refuſe, © 


That, with God's 75 Feaſurer, weighs our bor | 


Produce? 
What we at be} ſend up, he un not 44 ie; , 
What he returns are Grace, and endleſs Joys! 
Pray r influences every Chriſtian Grace, 

As they ariſe in Diznjry and Place; 
Each hath it's proper Sphere, but all muft own 
The Strength each gathers from Devotion! 

Paith is the Evidence of Things not ſeen, 
But Pray 7 fills up the Intervals berween : 


God's Promiſe is his Gage ; but cautions Prayr 4 
Secures the future, by it's preſent, Care. 


9. Hope 


Metin: 66323 
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9. 

Hope puri fier itſelf as God 1s pure, 

To make our Calling and Election furr: Win 4-316 

But Pray'r muft ſeek, and dreſs thoſe Qualities, 

Which bold Preſumption imps in vain Diſguiſe. | 
10. 

And Charity, that never - ceaſing Flame, 
Which changes not, in Heaven, it's Uſe, or Name; 
Midit it's ſeranbici Lauds may well declare, 
The Warmths and ** it had in Pray r! 2 


” IT. £ 

Since therefore Sin and Shame, ſince Guilt and 
Lead on to Judement, and e excruciate here; vs 
Thanks be to God that he to Prayr gave Birth, 
That bleſſed ee tween Heaven and Earth! 


12. But 


14 TrHovenTs' in SICKNESS, 


12. 


But how muſt Pray r itſelf be qualify d? ? 
Or with what other ſocial Grace ally'd ? 
Be Fervency and Perſeverance ſhewn, 
And ſuch a Prayer will never plead alone! 


I3. 

The firſt wild Eſſays of a inner Prayer, 
Are Storms ariſing from tumultuous Fear: 
But ſoon the Hurricane ſubſides, and then 
Gone are his Pan g8, he's Libertine again ! 


I4. 
Sometimes unutter'd Groanings without Words 
Are Interceſſions, which the Spirit affords : 
'There's Flame indeed „but then there muſt be 
Heat, || 


Or we N the heav 1 Gift defeat. 


15. In 
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Is. 
In Jacob's Ladder thus the Emblem lies, 
We mount not, but by Steps we reach the Skies. 


Thus Perſeverance crowns, where Strength may 


fail ; | 
For we muſt ureſtle, till we can prevail! 


7% 
— 


I 6. | 
Oh then, to vanquiſh God who: heureth Prayr, 
Be fervent as you can, but perſevere © 
Loſe not the heavnly Taſte ; for when that's 
gone, N "14 | 
The Zempter knows his Time, and ruſhes on! 


III. Chriſtian 
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III. 
Chriſtian Omnipotence. 
Ro M. vin. TY 
Nay, in all theſe Things we are more than Conque- 
rors through him that loved us ! 
KC 

AD Man in his firſt Innocence remain'd, 

In various Orbs, and Ranks, we ſtill had 

relgnd : 

Succeſions, or Removes, there muſt have been, 
From Glhories held, to Glories, yet, unſeen : 
Theſe by Tranſlations regularly had come, 
As, from Advancements, Candidates find room: 
And thus all Sons of Adam might enjoy 
Manſions and Seats in Immortality 


. 

But tho from all theſe glorious Heights we fell, 

Like Lucifer, we were not doom d to Hell! 
Enough 


e 
a . P 


THOUGHTS in SICKNESS: 17 
Enough for Praiſe, O God, thou didſt afford, 
Enough t'acknowledee Thee to be the Lord ! 
Redemption hath unlock d our preſent Chains, 
Jalvation makes us whole in what remains! 


Were in ſuch bleſſed Covenants again, 


That . Heav'n's our own, quit we ? ourſehoes like 
Men |! ; 
If we on o Skonhs Proſpects ol to dwelt” 
There is enough to terrify in Hell] 
Damnation, with this height ning, that tis juſt, 
Harrows the boldeſt Thinker into Duſt! _ 
Alas, he doth not think ! — His Wiſhes: are, 
Not the Reſult of 7, bought, but of Deſpair | 1 ; 
Oh! cou'd he think, he'd pray! he wou d confeſs, 
'I was needleſs, quite, to urge Aimightineſs! = 
4 
But Chriſtians! Saints! ware qualify d to inherit 
The Comforters invigorating Spiri, 1 
= 6 ME With 


= THoucHTs in SICKNES 8. 
With ſtrong and active Faith, with Hopes moſt true 
May feel thoſe Glories which God plants in View! 
They &4now who d d, yea rather roſe again |! 

They ride in that triumphant Warrior's Train ! 
And, ſhou'd they be, to tread the Wine-Preſs, ſent, 
In their Degrees, they'd prove Omnipotent ! 


5 
Afflictions, which in common Channels 1 run, 

By common Remedies are eas'd, and gone: : 
When they're Chaſtiſements from an angry God, 
They claim a Child's Submiſſion to the Rod: 
When Perſecutions, for the Word, ariſe, 
The Confeſſor will ſhine, if he be wiſe; 
When Death with 7Zorments bravely is withſtood, 
The Martyr hath reſiſted unto Blood! 


6. 

But whence that Strength, that dauntleſs Con- 
ſtancy | 
When Chriſt's the Strength ner, ; who need faint, or 

fly ? From 
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From whence that Zeal to ſeek out Sufferings.? +» 


We find them, by th Event, celeſtial things! 


Ah! why thoſe 7ortures, horrible to Senſe ? — 
They're Pleaſures through an heav'nly Influence? 


From whence that holy Avarice to die- 


From Glories ! Viſions ! evident to th Eye 


How full, how vaſt muſt this Conviction be, 
To raiſe our Faith from ſuch an Infancy ! 


It's Rules, it's Motives, it's excelling Senſe ; 


Had their Jaſt Hand from this Experience 
Were more convinc d by what we ſee and feel, 


That whate'er Art deſcribd, or Tongue ay 


tell, 
We may be pleasd with what the Fancy paints, 
But Martyrs have turn d Hang-men into Saints / 
FL 55 


Let this Perſuaſion have it's proper Force, 


And 1 can altract our Chriſtian Courſe! f 


C . Deſire 


20 TR o vers in SICKNESS. 
Defire of Life, and Fear of Death, are Toys 
Which Expectations after Death deſpiſe! 
Floſannah to Chriſt's Warriors we cry, 

In warmeſt Wiſhes for their Victory: 


And where the Triumph makes their Chief their 


Friend, 
Floſanna's will in Allelujahs end! 


3 


IV. The 


TrouGHTs in SICKNESS 21 
> A 
The Folly of Ar HRRIS M. 
„ SI mM... 
The Fool hath ſaid in his Heart, There is no God. 


IO die in Peace, and live at Liberty, 
The ſafe, unerring Rule is Piet). 
Reaſon and Conſcience, the Head and Heart, 
Their various Aids to Piety impart : 

Reaſon in Love with the clear Conſcience grows, 
And charms it into ſafe and ſweet Repoſe: 

Nor is the Conſcience flow. in Gratitude, ... .__ _ 
But bleſſes every Thought that keeps it good! 


Whether ſuch Heroes ſhine among the Great, 
Or make, in Solitudes, their ov d Retreat, 


They're the beſt Friends, and Guardians of a 


Throne, 
And the beſt qualifyd to live alone! 


Corruption 


22 TFrurovcnurs in SICKNESS, 


Corruption may attempt ſuch Minds as theſe ; 
But here, at leaſt, they re certain not to pleaſe. 
Conſcience is warm, and, full of Hope, relies 
On God's Ennobling, DQuickning Promiles : 
And Rea ſon, in full Strength, diſdains the Air 
Of fancy d Boaſtings under Guilt and Fear 


But oh! th'Alternative what Thought can 
paint, ; 

When the Head s fick, becauſe the Hears i is faint ! 
Thb Alliance is ſo broke, that hoth contrive 
To keep the fouleſt Enmity alive 
Conſcience in Guilt immerges, that it may 
Leave Reaſon Faculties no room to play: 
And Rea fon (plunging into Crimes more great) 
Fights againſt God, to cut off all Retreat! 


Ah ſee ! —by what permiſſive Steps tis given, 
That Chriſtians, thus, like Giants, war with 
Heaven ! "Tis 
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'Tis the firft Symptom of increaſing Vice, 

To mix with undiſtinguiſh'd Companies 
_ Conſcience, at home, becomes the ſlighted Gueſt, =_ 
And Jollity makes the continual Feaſt! © i 

The Vicious never pauſe what Clubs to chuſe, _ / | 
The 2 are beft, becauſe they none refufe: | 
The Heedleſs are, unwarily, drawn in, 
And court the Danger, tho they dread the Sin! 
The Plaufible, the Witty, and the Gay, | 
May the Miſtaken keep a while in Play: 
But who can tell what Guiſe they will put on, 
When Virtue totteri, and the Field's their un! 
Thus, when the Wine runs n and Souls are 

bright, 

All's fair! and the wor/? Spirit rules the Night! 
And thus, when Divine Vengeance is the 7, heme, 
There is 20 God,—or ſball be none for them! 


Whg 
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What firſt was Choice, is now Neceſſity, 
In Conſternation from themſeFves they fly! 
The Atheiſt never ran ſo bold an Height, 


As to turn Hermit in pure Self-dehight : 


Illuftive Dread makes Spetres of it's owns, 
For tis his preſent Hell to be alone! 


As Saints.delight in Sainte, and Strengths ariſe 


From heav'nly Themes and holy Colloquies ; 


As Reaſon triumphs, when tis ſo employ d, 
And, in that Foretaſte, Heavn on Earth's enjoy'd; | 
Ho 'tis with wicked Men thunhappy Cale, 
They ſtrive each other's Deeds to overpa iſs ! 


Thus Tongues are ſet on Fire : thus they excell, 


In all the talking Outrages of Hell 

For this the Tempter's h1gh-flows Votaries 
Diſpute, and write, and do ſtrict Exerciſe ; 
And, after full Probation, are allow'd 

To make Damnation pleaſing to their Crowd 


Nor 
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Nor is this new ! — for Atheiſts ever ſtood. 
_ Confederate to defy the Living God ! 
The ſame their Guilt, their Policy the W TY 


They firſt ſhook Hands with . then 


with Shame. 


They ſwell d with Pride! veal arenchd in ev ry 


Luſt! FEES 
And only cou'd not hear that God was juſt! 
Therefore they ran a'tilt at the moſt High ! 
And, for Defiance ſake, talk'd Blaſphemy! 
In Noiſe and Tumult they afſuild his Throne,” 
For Lucifer neer fought with Heavn alone EIT 


When from their Orbs th Apoſtate res el, 
There neither Atheiſt was, nor Ind: 
In Sight, th'Almighty's Throne refulgent ſtood ! 
And the inflicted Sentence provd the God! “ 
Hell was not made for Man, whoſe Oprion lay, 


In the Bleſt Regions of Eternal Day! 
5 D Nor 
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Nor cou'd the firſt created Pair have been 

Convitt of Atheiſm, had they /tood their Sin: 
Their's muſt have been a new Apoſtate Caſe, 
For they had ſeen their Maker Face to Face ! 


But Arheiſtic Inſolence began, 

When God, by Revelation, guided Man. 
When ſov'reign Truths obtain d not on th Aſent 
By Force or Fraud, but cleareſt Argument; — 
When Appetites at Rea ſon's Guidance lay, 

And Faith gave Reaſon that commanding Sway; —- 
When /titutes and holy Rites were given, 
Worthy of God, and fit for Heirs of Heaven ; — 
When Faith ſaw Regions far above the Eye, 
And Hope was full of Immortality ; -— 

When, that no du might periſh by the Way, 

A ſafe Retreat through meek Repentance lay; — 
Then 'twas that Satan, from his dark Abode, 
Firſt taught his Fools to ſay, There is no God! 

59 And 
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And Fools they were! Twas a * ks: 
Schiſm, -_- Fr 10 By 

For FoLLy, DovBrT, and DzEap is Ararisww 

Atheiſts are brutiſh Men, whoſe Minds 500 foul 
With thoſe rank Jins which war againſt the Soul! 
Strong Pulſe, full Luxury, corrupted Senſe, 
Will ſtand 4 Hazards at it's un Expence: 
But this appears to be the ſpecial Leaven, 
When Converſation loaths to be in Heaven 

Poor Wretch ! ſuch an abandon d Caſe is thine, 
That thy own Fondneſs cannot make it ſhine ! 
Thy Life's ſo mad, that coud thy Wiſh controul, 
Thourt in the right, twere beſt to have no Soul ! 
Groſs are thy Appetites, thy d urfeits „ 
Thou art a ſelf-conſuming Belly-God f᷑!]! 
And, for thy other Vices to purvey, 
Thou art a Beaſt of univerſal Prey ! 
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Io enſnare the Chaſte, or frike at Property. 
Is Stratagem. and deep Exploit with thee. 
Rivals. in Guilt (when not conſociate) 

Are ſubjef to thy moſt infernal Hate! 

And when poor V. irtue thy Reſentment ſtirs, 
Poiſon of Aſps kills all good Characters! 


But when at length, [nexorable Fate 
Gives thee a Glympſe of thine Infernal State, 
Thy Blaſphemies (malignant Infidel) 
Shall force thee to anticipate thy Hell ! 
Whether in Raves, horrible to th Ear, 

Or in the ſpeechleſs Wringings of Deſpair; 
Whether th' All-ſ aving Name be call'd too late, 
Or impious Feſts ſeem to diſdain thy Fate: 
Sure, it muſt be a moſt convincing Scene, 
To ſhew that thy Tormentor is within! 

The ſtupid Hope to be annihilate, 

Is low Deluſion, and a worn-out Cheat; 
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Of Uſe perhaps to draw Beginners | in, 

But far beneath an 4rheift's finiſh 4 Sin: 4 

Haters of God can only run the Length 

To combat with Almighty Wrath and $ en 4 
Their Hatred is profeſs d Antipathy, (obey; HY 
Springing from Rankneſs to [mpurity; 

And as long Cuſtom made them 4diſſolute, 

No Touch of Conſcience grows from ſuch a Root. 
Thus, while Gigantick Fools their God out-brave, 
His Hand «hey ſhorten. that it cannot ace, E 
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